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ACTION EUR-25 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 IO-14 ISO-OO AEC-11 AID-20 CEA-02 

CIAE-00 CIEP-02 COME-OO DODE-OO EB-11 FEA-02 FPC-01 

H-03 INR-10 INT-08 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-10 OMB-01 PM-07 

RSC-01 SAM-01 SCI-06 SPC-03 SS-20 STR-08 TRSE-00 PA-04 

PRS-01 USIA-15 DRC-01 /201 W 

106509 

R 201809Z FEB 74 
FM AMEMBASSY LONDON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8093 
INFO AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
USINT CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 

CONFIDENTIAL LONDON 02233 

BEIRUT PASS BAGHDAD AND DAMASCUS 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: PFOR, IR, UK 

SUBJECT: UK IRAQ RELATIONS ARE IMPROVING 

1. FCO ME DEPT HEAD TOLD US IN CONFIDENCE FEBRUARY 20 
THAT IRAQ HAS APPROACHED UK ON RESUMPTION OF DIPLOMATIC 
RELATIONS AND REQUESTED THAT A BRITISH MINISTER VISIT 
IRAQ TO DISCUSS THIS MATTER AS WELL AS ECONOMIC AND 
COMMERCIAL COOPERATION. 
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2. BRITISH HAVE BEEN ENCOURAGING IN REPLY. THEY HAVE 
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POINTED OUT THAT MINISTERIAL VISIT IS INOPPORTUNE DURING 
BRITAIN'S ELECTION CAMPAIGN. HOWEVER, GROUP HEADED BY 
LORD DENMAN, REPRESENTING SEMI-OFFICIAL COMMITTEE FOR 
MIDDLE EAST TRADE, IS ALREADY SCHEDULED TO VISIT IRAQ. 

IT WILL LEAVE IN 2-3 DAYS. ITS PURPOSE IS EXPORT 
PROMOTION. IN REPLY TO DIRECT QUESTION, WRIGHT TOLD US 
THERE IS NO INTENTION TO SOLICIT ANY ADDITIONAL IRAQI 
OIL IN EXCHANGE. 

3. BRITISH REMAIN INTERESTED IN ANY IRAQI OVERTURES TO 
US ALONG SIMILAR LINES. 

SOHM 
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